Egypt, he left his mark in the city in the
form of madressas, hospitals and citadels.

MADRESSAS, 1176 A.D.

ud-Din built the
first madressa in Cairo by the Tomb of
Imam Ash-Shafi, which lies to the south
of the city of Cairo. It has long ceased
to exist even as ruins. Ibn Zubair who
saw this madressa in 1183 A.D. describes
it in a way which is of little interest for a
student of architecture. Since Salah ud-
Din himself studied at similar institutions
built by Nur ud-Din at Damascus and
Aleppo, it is probable that those madres-
sas served him as examples for his madres-
sas in Cairo. The earliest of these build-
ings, of which any remains still exist, are
found in Syria. These madressas were
provided with a place for prayer, rooms
for teaching and living quarters for the
students. The typical madressa plan con-
sists of a central square open court or sahn
with large covered portions spanned by
pointed arches on all sides of it forming a
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